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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hirata (U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,229,997). 

As to claim 5, Hirata (figs. 1-2) discloses a Forward Error Correction decoder for 
decoding a signal which has become affected by transmission errors, the original signal being 
transmitted together with parity data, the decoder comprising: a receiver (col 2, Unes 14-26) for 
receiving the original signal and parity data with errors; a checker (i.e., frequency sweep 
controller 17; col. 3, lines 63 through col. 4 line 9) for checking for integrity thereof; and a 
counter (i.e., frame sync detector 16; col. 3, lines 53-62) for counting and locating the errors, 
wherein the decoder further comprises: a comparator (15) for comparing the number of counted 
errors with a error threshold, the correction being performed only in case the number of counted 
errors is lower than the threshold (col. 3, lines 31-52). 

As to claims 6-7, Hirata (figs. 1, 2) discloses a decoder, wherein the error threshold 
(threshold comparator 15) comprises a first error threshold to be used for checking lines and a 
second error threshold to be used for checking columns (fig. 2; note the quadrature carriers). 
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As to claim 1, method claim 1 corresponds to apparatus claim 5; therefore, it is analyzed 
as previously discussed in claim 5 above. 

As to claim 2, Hirata (fig. 2) discloses a method, wherein, in case the number of counted 
errors is higher than the threshold, the correction is performed in a different step if a recursive 
decoder is used. 

As to claim 3, Hitara discloses a method, wherein the step of setting an error threshold 
comprises the step of setting a first error threshold for checking lines and a second error 
threshold for checking columns (col. 3, lines 31-52). 

As to claim 4, Hitara discloses a decoder, wherein the error threshold comprises a 
different error threshold for any of the correction iterations (fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 for all formal communications. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park H, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Fritz Alphonse, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3813. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-6:00, Alt. Mondays off 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Albert De Cady, can be reached at (571) 272-3819. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-3824. 

Information regarding the status of an application may also be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for xmpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAJR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Fritz Alphonse 
Art Unit 2133 




